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THE HOUR OF JESUS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

John 2:1-11 

The Wedding at Cana 

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine 

ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 

mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 

And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and 

take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast 

tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though 

the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 

bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until 

now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his 

glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

 

 

“Woman, what does this have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” (John 2:4) 

 

Some of us keep track of the hour by wearing a watch. Now, wearing a watch is not 

as popular as it once was. Yet, luxury watches are selling as well today as they ever 

have. Rolex’s website boasts about having their own jeweler and silversmith in house. 
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They put fine gems and precious metals in their watches. Yet, they still make about 

2,000 watches per day. That’s a lot of luxury watches being sold. Then, there are the 

lesser-known luxury watchmakers. Those who produce fewer than 100 watches per 

year, each one a one-of-a-kind work of art. Each one may sell for $200,000 or more. 

One such watchmaker is Gronefeld.  Two brothers and a team of just twelve people 

run this Dutch watchmaker. But they are the kings of customer service. Whenever 

someone buys one of their handcrafted watches, it’s delivered to them in person. No 

matter where the buyer lives. The Gronefeld brothers say they will fly in to wherever the 

buyer lives, visit them, and organize a dinner or a small event during which they 

present the buyer with the watch.  

 

Which makes me wonder. When they present the watch, is the watch already keeping 

time? Or, do they wait till the very last moment to slip the battery in so that when they 

hand it over, the watch is absolutely brand new? Well, either way, even the battery in 

a $200,000 watch will, like so many things in life, run out of juice. Won’t it? 

 

The wine had run out at the wedding feast. That’s what Mary told Jesus, and that’s 

when Jesus said these strangely curious words to her: “Woman, what does this have to 

do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”  

 

His response seems out of sync, until we remember the response Jesus gave Mary and 

Joseph when they came looking for Him. They had been scared to death that 

something had happened to their twelve-year-old son. They were searching for their 

son for three days when they found Him in the temple asking questions of the rabbis. 

Mary said to Jesus, “Why did you do this to us?”  Jesus answered, “Don’t you know that 

it is necessary for Me to be engaged in that which is My Father’s?”  

 

Now, on that day Jesus, returned home submissive to His earthly parents, but He had 

given them a heads up. The day would come when He would leave home, when His 

relationship with His birth family would no longer be the same. When He would no 

longer refer to Mary as His mother or submit to her, because He would take up His 

Father’s work full-time and those who followed Him in faith would become His family, 

His mother and His brothers and His sisters.  
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Then, He would no longer live under the safe protection of His parents’ roof. He would 

go out into the world and God’s Son would intentionally expose Himself to all things 

human, both the joys as found in a wedding and the sorrows as witnessed in the lives 

of those who have simply run out of juice. 

 

Compared to the illnesses and disabilities and grief that Jesus would minister to and 

heal, running out of wine at a wedding feast seems trivial to us. Though it also could 

have meant that the harvest that year had failed. Or, that Roman taxation was taking 

its toll on the economy of the local Galilean population. Whether running out of wine 

should be considered big or small, it reminds you of the things that you run out of or 

that you see others running out of. Some of those things are small. Like running out of 

wine, or running out steam, running out of chocolate or running out of hot water. Some 

of them are big. Like running out of money or food, running out of gas on the highway, 

running out of things to talk about with your spouse, or running out of patience, 

running out of goodwill, running out of love, running out of the ability to remember, or 

running out of hope, running out of options, running out of time.  

 

The hour of Jesus, the wedding feast, the marriage supper of the Lamb in His kingdom 

which shall have no end, the Lord’s Supper, the good wine reserved for last, the 

promise through the Old Testament prophets that in the end when Messiah comes 

there will be an abundance of wine. Isaiah prophesied, “On this mountain the Lord 

Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all nations, a banquet of aged wines.” 

(Isaiah 25:6) Amos prophesied: “New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from 

all the hills…I will bring back my exiled people Israel. They will plant vineyards and drink 

their wine.” (Amos 9:13-14) These things speak to hearts that know all too well that the 

human condition is one of running out of things, both small and big, and life and 

death. 

 

But the hour of Jesus had not yet come. These very words would be repeated 

throughout John’s Gospel three more times before the hour of Jesus finally did come – 

at the cross… where Jesus addressed Mary once again as Woman. “Woman, behold 

your son. John, behold your mother.”  
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Jesus addressed all of the things that we run out of in our lives at the cross. By gaining 

for us life and more than that. As He said, “I have come that they may have life and 

life to the full. I am the Good Shepherd, who lays down His life for the sheep.”  

 

Yes, and we say that that life to the full is still to come. That hour has not yet come. 

That’s what Jesus said to His mother, isn’t it? As if He were saying, “Yeah, My ministry 

has started. I have left home now. I’ll not be calling you Mom anymore. I didn’t come 

to this wedding with you. I came with My disciples. And oh by the way, providing wine 

for a party is not exactly what I had in mind for the first official act of My ministry. The 

hour for my first action as Messiah has not come, not here, not now!” 

 

But then He did, anyway, after Mary said to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” If 

life to the full is something yet to come, don’t you think it interesting what Jesus did 

next? “Fill the jars with water,” He said to the servants. And they filled them up to the 

brim. “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast,” Jesus said. When 

the master of the feast tasted it, he said it was good wine. There was an abundance of 

wine: six stone jars, each holding 20 to 30 gallons. That would make somewhere 

between 360 to more than 500 bottles of wine!! Not just any wine, good wine, an 

abundance of good wine prior to His coming in glory on the Last Day. They received 

from Jesus that day an abundance of wine, like getting an early taste of what’s to 

come.  It is like Jesus’ resurrection on Easter… a taste of what’s to come.  

 

It is like the Lord’s Supper, which is a foretaste of the feast to come. It is a foretaste of 

the marriage supper of the Lamb, which shall have no end, which shall never run out. 

It is an early taste of it, here in the hour of Jesus. The hour spent together as His 

disciples. The hour spent together with Jesus. Here in His Word and at His Supper. A 

taste of what’s to come. Here a replenishing of some big things in your life, like love 

and patience and hope. Because this hour of Jesus helps to remind you of His six hours 

at the cross for you and points you ahead to that hour of Jesus that has not yet come 

but will!! 
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But what happens when this hour is multiplied? When Jesus treats you as family, 

keeping you close to Himself through prayer and meditation upon His Word and 

enabling you to live out your vocation while doing whatever He tells you through the 

hours of each day.  

 

Is that not life to the full, or at least a taste of it?  

 

Amen 


